
 

Reconnect Fremont 

Goals 
1.​ Walking, biking, or rolling across Aurora is safe, convenient, and 

accessible. 
2.​ Transit access to downtown Fremont and the Zoo is irresistibly good. 
3.​ Generate momentum for the Aurora corridor through action. 

Outcomes 

1.​ A student can bike from BF Day to the Wallingford Playfield on a AAA 
bike route. 

2.​ A family can visit the Woodland Park Zoo by bus from a transit stop 
only a few minutes walk from the Zoo entrance. 

3.​ A parent with a stroller can walk a direct route from Fremont Ave to 
Stone Way in 10 minutes. 

The How 
1.​ 5 at-grade signalized crossings 

a.​ 38th / 41st / N Motor Pl / 46th / 50th 
2.​ 2 E-Line Stops 

a.​ 38th / 50th 

ARC’s Vision 
Aurora should no longer be a source of death and serious injury; it should produce 

safe levels of air pollution and noise pollution; it should promote multimodal 

access; and it should bring our communities together rather than divide them. 



 

 

 

 
Scan to see Reconnect Fremont webpage. 



 

Aurora Study History 
1)​ Aurora has been studied numerous times over the last 3 decades 

a)​ 2003 
b)​ 2008 
c)​ 2021 - originally funded from WSDOT pedestrian / bicycle program grant 
d)​ Lots of studying, but very little action. 

2)​ Even when the City has taken action, it hasn’t helped this section of Aurora. 
While speed limits elsewhere along Aurora have been reduced, the speed limit in 
Fremont remains 40 mph. 

3)​ The roadway in Fremont looks the same as it did 90+ years ago despite the 
increase in density (Aurora is zoned for 5-7 story buildings in Fremont). 

 

 

 

 



Current Study 

 
 
How are we going to achieve Vision Zero by 2030 if construction doesn’t start until 2031? 
We need action, not more outreach, planning, and studies. 
 

 
 
 
 



Funding 
In 2022, the Washington State Legislature set aside $50,000,000 for a demonstration 
project on Aurora. 
 
The original intent of the $50,000,000 for Aurora was to build it quickly. To demonstrate 
what is possible. To reimagine. 
 
4 years later, there is not even a 10% design. Construction isn’t slated to begin until 
2031. 

 
 
 
We would like to see crossing improvements + transit stops in Fremont designed and 
built within two years. This builds momentum for the corridor. People begin to believe 
change is possible. People start to reimagine.  

Mayor Wilson’s Executive Order (August 2026) 
 

 

 



 

Fremont E-Line : A Transit Desert 
 
The E-Line is the highest ridership bus line in Washington State. Yet Fremont is a transit desert. 
There is only one stop in between Queen Anne and Green Lake - a stretch > 2.5 miles! 

 



 
 

 
 

The lack of E-Line access in Fremont has been a problem for over a decade! Fremont is the 
densest neighborhood the E-Line runs through in North Seattle - this is a huge opportunity to 
boost ridership and improve transit access to Fremont. 

 

 
 



Aurora is a Physical Barrier: N 41st St. 
 
Aurora is currently a physical barrier dividing Fremont. There are no ADA-compliant crossings 
and a jersey barrier runs down the middle. This results in circuitous routes to get across. 
 
BF Day Playground → Wallingford Playfield 
 

 

 
 
 



 

A Century Lost 
The roadway hasn’t changed much in 90+ years. 

 

 



 
But the population has grown. Aurora must match the needs of the present, not the past. 

 
Aurora currently bisects the enrollment area of B.F Day. 

 



 

School Traffic Safety Committee 
 
 

The following is a letter sent by the School Traffic Safety Committee on . Mar 15, 2024
 
To: ​ Mayor Harrell 
​ City Council 
 
 

We are writing to express support for a physical restructuring of Aurora Avenue North that will 
make it safe for students and families to walk and roll to school. The Seattle Department of 
Transportation recently presented to us on design options for Aurora Avenue North. Please help 
SDOT take this opportunity to make Aurora part of our vibrant city rather than a barrier within 
it.  
 
Students at B.F. Day and Daniel Bagley Elementary Schools must cross Aurora Ave N, as must 
middle schoolers at Hamilton and high school students at Lincoln. Over the last 5 years 
22 people trying to go about their days have been killed in traffic collisions on Aurora Ave N.  
We can and need to make these crossings a non-event in a kindergartener’s day, as opposed to 
a parent’s nightmare that requires the whole family to restructure their lives to walk or roll this 
200 feet. 
 
While there are multiple opportunities for physical improvements along Aurora that will knit our 
communities together, we would particularly like to highlight that 41st St N needs an at-grade 
crossing with a traffic light. The present configuration is not ADA accessible and families can’t 
get strollers or wheelchairs on the bridge, which itself is not seismically sound. 41st is a major 
crossing point for B.F. Day students. We’ve been asked by the B.F. Day principal for solutions and 
in this case, physical redesign is needed. A safe, pleasant, at grade crossing will re-unite a 
neighborhood with the happy add-on of making the commercial spaces along Aurora more 
accessible. 
 
The Seattle School Traffic Safety Committee was created in 1975 to connect the mosaic of 
entities involved in creating and providing safe routes to school. The Committee includes 
representatives of public agencies and volunteer community members. This letter is on behalf 
of the volunteer members. We are grateful for the opportunity to serve. 
 



School Connections 
A crossing at N Motor Pl can create a safe bike connection to Hamilton Middle School and 
Lincoln High School. This would extend the first neighborhood greenway built in Seattle! 

 
 

 



Aurora is a Physical Barrier: N 46th St. 
Aurora is currently a physical barrier dividing Fremont. There are no ADA-compliant crossings 
and a jersey barrier runs down the middle. This results in circuitous routes to get across. 
 
N 46th St E-Line Stop → El Legendario 

 

 
 
 
 



Connections - A Virtuous Cycle 
The Route 44 improvements added a crossing of Linden Ave N and N 46th St in 2022. 

 
 
The D4 District Project Fund will create a crossing of Woodland Park Ave N / Bridge Way N. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
There is currently no all-ages-and-abilities bike route from Fremont to Green Lake. But with a 
crossing of N Motor Pl and the (funded) crossing of Bridge Way N, that route is within reach. A 
child can ride from the Burke to the bears! 

 
 
We have the beginnings of the network effect starting to show in Fremont! A virtuous cycle. 



Aurora is a Physical Barrier: N 50th St. 
Aurora is currently a physical barrier dividing Fremont. There are no ADA-compliant crossings 
and a jersey barrier runs down the middle. This results in circuitous routes to get across. 
 
ActivSpace → Woodland Park Tennis Courts 

 
 
The following is a portion of a letter from  sent by neighbors near Woodland Park. Oct 13, 2021
 

We are asking for help with the following: 

 

1. Adding a lighted crosswalk at N50th/Aurora would provide a safe crossing across a relatively flat 

surface area, which would be ideal for residents in wheelchairs or with strollers. This intersection would 

certainly be easier to navigate than the underpass at N46th with it's maze of crosswalks. The light may 

help to slow traffic through the neighborhood increasing pedestrian safety on Aurora and at numerous 

Linden intersections. The crosswalk would also reconnect the North Fremont and Wallingford 

neighborhoods to pedestrian travel. 

 

2. Adding an E-Line bus stop at N50th/Aurora would provide more convenient and safer transit access 

for both DESC and the immediate neighborhoods, especially for anyone travelling at night or during 

off-peak hours. The N46th E-Line station is in an isolated area accessible by steep stairs or long, inclined 

ramps after crossing a number of crosswalks. Disabled residents would not have these obstacles to 

contend with at N50th. 



Letters of Support 

 

 



Transformative(?) 

 
The current decade-long study doesn’t even consider removing lanes south of Green Lake. 
How can we spend a decade and not even consider the option most aligned with our climate 
and Vision Zero goals? 

 



The Ask 
 

1.​5 at-grade signalized crossings 
a.​38th / 41st / N Motor Pl / 46th / 50th 

2.​2 E-Line Stops 
a.​38th / 50th 

3.​Implemented by May 2028 
 

Endorsed By 

 
 
 

 Transition Committee Summary Report to Mayor Wilson 


